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President’s Message 

INSIDE: Reference Tear-Out 
This issue includes a pull-out reference for IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS and what 
to do with UNWANTED ITEMS Reference Sheet. 

Substantial research went into these references for your information and convenience. They 
are printed back-to-back so you can easily remove them without compromising the content of 
the newsletter itself. We hope you find the information helpful and informative. 

The Annual General Meeting was held on Saturday, July 15, 
2017 at the Kemble Sarawak United Church. The meeting 
business, which lasted from 9:00 a.m. to noon, was full of 
important topics and issues concerning our organization. 
Having a significant number of our members attend the 
meeting is crucial in making sure the organization represents 
the interests of the majority.  

Dennis Cooper, our treasurer, presented the 2016-2017 treas-
urer’s report and gave a thorough explanation of why the IVDAARA’s fees had 
been increased by $5.00. The former $10.00 was not enough to cover the fixed 
costs of the organization. The 2016-2017 executive reduced the fixed costs to 
their minimum in order to maintain contingency funds for unforeseen expenses. 

Bonnie Cooper, our membership co-ordinator, shared current membership statis-

tics. Our membership has basically remained constant at about three hundred 
members. She asked those assembled to be active advocates for IVDAARA with 
their neighbours and friends. An aggressive initiative will be implemented this 

fall in order to increase our membership. Bonnie went on to share the results of 
the membership survey that was conducted in May 2017. The executive sum-

mary of those results can be found in this newsletter. The executive will analyze 
the results in greater detail and will design a plan to prioritize the needs of the 

organization as the members see it. That plan will be shared in future newsletters. 
In short, the majority of the members shared their approval of what the executive 

has been doing during the past two or three years. Many thanks to all the mem-
bers who took the time to complete the survey.      … CONTINUED INSIDE ... 
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Invasive Species affect water quality 
Invasive species can alter the food web, affect the cycling of essential nutrients or even remove these nutrients 
from the food web altogether, dramatically altering or even destroying water quality. 

As a result, native flora and fauna can be decimated as the invasive species crowd out, displace and eventually replace the natural 
inhabitants and their position in the food web. Further, changes at one level of the food web have a ripple effect on all the other crea-
tures and organisms, as all levels are highly inter-dependent. This can permanently alter the biodiversity of coastal wetlands. 

Invasive species are able to do this effectively because they travel to areas outside their natural environment. They typically can es-
tablish themselves quickly and reproduce even faster, often with extremely rapid expansion. With few natural predators in the new 
area, there is little natural control of their population and its spread. This is why invasive species are considered one of the largest 
threats to the health of the Great Lakes ecosystem. SOURCE: https://georgianbayforever.org/ecosystems/invasive-species/ 

#1 INVASIVE SPECIES AFFECTING WETLANDS IS … 
PHRAGMITES AUSTRALIS (European Common Reed) 

 
In 2005, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada recognized Phragmites as Canada’s worst 
invasive plant. This aggressive grass out-competes all native plants and significantly 
reduces the habitat value for wildlife, including species at risk. This plant also poses a 
significant fire hazard during the dormant season and negatively impacts recreational 
activities, lake views, and property values. The quicker Phragmites can be dealt with, 
the lower the cost and effort required. Ignoring this plant is not an option. SOURCE: 
https://georgianbayforever.org/part-4-interview-dr-janice-gilbert-wetland-ecologist/ 

Phragmites are top-of-mind and ‘phragmite abatement’ is a big concern locally. A quick 
search for ‘phragmites Wiarton’ revealed 4 references in the top 10 search results. 

To learn more about how you can stop the spread of these species, call the Invading 
Species Hotline at 1-800-563-7711. http://www.invadingspecies.com/stop-the-spread/  

Stop the 
Spread! 

 

Cut The Verge 
When cutting the lawn, please remember to cut the verge 
along the road.  Not only does this enhance the appearance 

of the roadway but, over time, it helps to control weeds. 

If you find Japanese knotweed, Giant Hogweed, or 
any other invasive species in the 
wild, contact the Invading Spe-
cies Hotline at 1-800-563-7711 
or report the sighting online on 
the website: 
www.invadingspecies.com 

President’s Message continued... 

Marie Simpson, our secretary, a member of the Nominations Committee invited the assembled to put their names forward for 
election to the executive. Through her persuasive approach, Pam Wilson, Bill Wilson and Susan Hindle put their names for-
ward to be elected to the executive for 2017 – 2019. All three were elected. Susan Hindle is a new member to the executive 
while Pam and Bill Wilson are returning to the executive after taking a two year hiatus. The returning five members (Ken 
McPherson, Marie Simpson, Bonnie Cooper, Dennis Cooper and myself) of the executive are excited about working with the 
new members. Having a full complement of executive members for 2017-2018 fiscal year is crucial to the analysis and actions 
to be taken concerning the May 2017 membership survey. Susan Crutcher is continuing on as the editor of our newsletters and 
newsflashes. She is also our webmaster. It is through Susan’s expertise and hard work that we are able to offer our membership 
quality communications. Dave McArthur served on the executive for two years and his term ended on July 14, 2017. Dave was 
a strong advocate of IVDAARA and completed a variety of projects for our members. Dave will be missed. 

Alan Barfoot, Mayor of Georgian Bluffs Township, made a presentation to our members on a variety of topics. He also an-
swered many questions that our members asked. Having the mayor attend a portion of our AGM is truly appreciated. It is an 
opportunity for the mayor to hear firsthand what our members’ issues are and to connect with our members in a positive way. 
Two councillors, Sue Carlton and Carol Barfoot, attended the meeting along with the mayor. Many thanks to these three guests.  

Finally, Doug Cunningham made a presentation about the ‘Dark Sky’. Even though the media equipment that Doug brought to 
the meeting did not work, he did an outstanding job explaining all the projects that he is involved in concerning the ‘Dark Sky’. 
The bottom line is that when installing lights out of doors on your property, no light should be invasive to your neighbours’ 
property. New developments in Georgian Bluffs Townships must meet ‘Dark Sky’ regulations. See page 7 for article. 

I look forward to being the president of IVDAARA for 2017-2018. If you have a concern or an idea that you wish to share with 
our executive, please contact any member on the Executive or reach our Secretary at Secretary@IslandViewRatepayers.com  

Continue to enjoy our wonderful community!   Brad Kuhn, President 

https://georgianbayforever.org/ecosystems/invasive-species/
https://georgianbayforever.org/part-4-interview-dr-janice-gilbert-wetland-ecologist/
http://www.invadingspecies.com/stop-the-spread/
http://www.invadingspecies.com
mailto:Secretary@IslandViewRatepayers.com


Survey Results 

SUMMARY OF MEMBERSHIP SURVEY RESULTS JUNE 2017 
Demographic:  
109 members responded, of which 57% were permanent resi-
dents; primarily all adults except for family visits including children 
and grandchildren. 
Environmental Issues: 
57% of respondents think IVDAARA should lobby to have all sep-
tic systems in Georgian Bluffs tested (26% were neutral and 
17% were not interested). 
89% of the respondents feel the topics previously covered in the 
newsletters and newsflashes are helpful (9% neutral). There were 
53 recommendations for environmental topics that IVDAARA 
should monitor and report on: 

25/53 want testing for water quality, including septic seepage, 
and effects of pesticide use on the water.  

 Suggested we provide info on safe sprays that won’t  
adversely affect drinking water from our wells and shore 
wells. 
Water testing in the Bay for more than just what the prov-
ince currently offers, i.e. contaminates other than e-coli 
and fecal coliform. 

11/53 on monitoring and providing historical charts on water 
levels and imminent flooding. 

7/53 about invasive species on roadside, trails and water. 
How Building Permits are issued and bylaw infractions.   

Political: 
Should IVDAARA actively support installation of a Natural Gas 
line on Island View Drive from Presqu'ile to Oxenden?  69% in 
favour; 16% neutral, 15% not interested. 
94.5% of respondents think that IVDAARA should monitor GB 
council meetings and report key info to the members through 
Newsletters and newsflashes. 
79% are interested in the finances and operations of the Biodi-
gester and 77% the Airport. 
On what political topics should IVDAARA be monitoring and 
reporting? Potential tax increases  and anything that impacts 
ratepayers  - major municipal expenditures, taxes and services, 
budget, roads, building permits, water quality and impacts, bylaw 
changes. 
Social Events Sponsored by IVDAARA: 
Annual Pot Luck Picnic – 65% interested 
Annual General Meeting with guest speaker – 70% interested 
Wine and cheese Event – 57% interested 
Chili Cook off – 55% interested 
Free libraries, repair Big Bay Bench – 89% interested 
Centennial Park and Cedar Hill Park  improvements – 92% inter-
ested 

All Candidates meeting before township elections – 84% interest-
ed Many suggestions were given for the Social events for 
IVDAARA to sponsor. 
Informational:  
Over 90% of the respondents find the content of IVDAARA News-
letters, Newsflashes and Website helpful. 
Respondents suggested a variety of topics for IVDAARA on which 
to report. 
What is IVDAARA doing well?  
The respondents felt that IVDAARA was - providing good commu-
nication to the members through newsletters, newsflashes and 
website; trying to keep us together as a unit;  providing good infor-
mation on current affairs and local topics; keeping members in-
formed and engaged and keeping neighbors connected;  fostering 
community spirit and interaction through the social activities and 
events that it organizes and a much improved presence in the 
community; monitoring issues affecting us; engaged with local 
government. 
What can IVDAARA do to improve?  (the highlights)  
Membership – have a systematic process for collecting member-
ship fees;  
Website and Communication – connect more frequently and/or 
on a more predictable timeline; update website often, need a rea-
son to go there; 
Political – keep providing information that pertains to the commu-
nity.  Possibly expand area of coverage.  Pay more attention to 
anything council does to waste taxpayers' dollars.   
Additional Comments (the highlights):  
Need a community centre hall ; report on issues but stay away 
from opinion; a closed Facebook group? 
Volunteers: 
Would you volunteer to take a lead on environmental issues?  
93% No     7 % Yes 
Are you willing to attend some Georgian Bluffs Council meetings 
and report key information to the members through a newsletter 
article or newsflash?  95% No     5% Yes 
Would you be willing to assist with the publications or consider 
being on the Board?  98% No    2% Yes 
 
In Conclusion:  
The breadth and depth of work that IVDAARA is able to provide is 
directly related to the number, enthusiasm and creative ability of 
the organization's volunteers. IVDAARA needs members to get 
involved so that the organization can continue to make a positive 

difference in our community. 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED!!! 



REPORTS from July 14 AGM Membership 
REPORT 

2017 

Bonnie Cooper reported at the 

July 14, 2017 AGM meeting 

membership as follows: 

 

IVDAARA 
TOTAL MEMBERS: 

 

- 294 - 
 

74 members have 

UNPAID DUES 

From 2014, 2015 or 2016 

 

Members are encouraged to 

keep your membership 

up-to-date and stay on our 

mailing list. For convenience, 

you now have the option of 

paying several years at a time. 

 

To pay membership 

by EFT* 

send $15 to: 

Treasurer@IslandViewRatepayers.com 

*EFT = Electronic File Transfer 

 

To pay by cheque 

mail or drop off $15 to: 

IVDAARA 

504843 Grey Road 1 

Kemble, ON  N0H 1S0 

 

THANK YOU! 

_________________ 

 

 

TREASURER’S 
REPORT 
August 1, 2017 

July 1, 2017 

bank balance: 

$2684.14 

Expenses: 

$39.99 

Anniversary 

cake 

$100 Church rental AGM 

$250 AGM brunch 

$117.42 ONCORP 

Total Expenses: $507.41 

Total Income July 1 to Aug 1/17: 

$1090.00 

Current bank balance: $3266.73 

WE NOW ACCEPT ONLINE 

PAYMENT FOR MEMBER-

SHIP FEES ($15 per year) 

Email transfer your payment to 

Treasurer@ 

IslandViewRatepayers.com 

WEBMASTER’S REPORT 
July 2017 

You may have noticed that we are gradually ‘spring clean-

ing’ our website … a more simplified navigation system has 

been created; old files from many versions ago have been 

archived and we’re on the lookout for duplicate information. 

Most recent addition has been our CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS in a format that is easier to understand. We are 

using the free portion of this plug-in but it is still very func-

tional. More changes in the near future. 

Remember, THIS IS YOUR WEBSITE ... 

If you have suggestions, articles to post, 

are aware of community events or notice 

any broken links, please contact us at 

webmaster@islandviewratepayers.com 

I SL AND  V I EW  DRI VE  AN D AR EA 

R AT EPAYER S ’  ASSO CI AT IO N  

2 9 4  C U R R EN T  M EM B E R S  AR E  

O F  C O M M U N I T Y  I N  2 0 1 7  

Celebrating 42 Years 

MEMBERSHIP DETAILS: 

74 members have unpaid dues from 2014, 2015 

or 2016 … which is down from 121 unpaid one 
year ago. 

49 members are paid to June 30, 2017. 

The balance of the members are paid to 2018 or 

have paid in advance. 

The Membership Committee will be conducting a 
drive for new members and unpaid dues this fall. 

AIRPORT and BIODIGESTER 
As of publishing date of this newsletter, there 

have been no updates 

on either the airport 

or the biodigester. Updates 

E V E N T S  
LOCAL 
 Sept 16 & 17, 2017 Cobble 

Beach Golf Resort Community 
presents the 5th Annual Cobble 
Beach Concours d’Elegance 
www.CobbleBeach.ca 

 Sept 21 (5-7pm) Lions Club Beef 
Dinner at Kemble Sarawak Unit-
ed Church. Adults $15; children 
12 and under, $10. 

 Oct 6 Kemble Sarawak Church 
Auction 7pm; details TBA; more 
info will be on website 

 Dec 10 (2nd Sunday in Decem-
ber) Lions/Kemble Non-
Motorized Christmas Parade  
starts at Kemble Arena at 1pm. 
Your IVDAARA will be represent-
ed. Information: Yvonne Thomp-
son 519.376.0471 

 July 14, 2018 Annual General 
Meeting at Kemble United 
Church 9am social; 9:30am meet-
ing starts. Please CONSIDER 
JOINING US ON THE BOARD! 
Contact Marie at 519.372.1026 or 

Secretary@IslandViewRatepayers.com 

If you would like to help us recruit 
new members, please contact 
Bonnie Cooper 
Membership@IslandViewRatepayers.com 

mailto:Membership@IslandViewRatepayers.com?subject=[IVDAARA%20membership%20dues]
mailto:Treasurer@IslandViewRatepayers.com
mailto:Treasurer@IslandViewRatepayers.com
mailto:webmaster@islandviewratepayers.com
mailto:Secretary@IslandViewRatepayers.com
mailto:Membership@IslandViewRatepayers.com


OPP Grey Bruce, including Georgian Bluffs  ………………………… 519-794-7827 

 317057 ON-6 ON-10, Chatsworth, ON  N0H 1G0 

 
OPP (South Bruce Peninsula)   ………………………… 519-534-1323 

10175 ON-6 Wiarton, ON  N0H 2T0 
  
 NOTE:  When in doubt phone 1-888-310-1122 to connect to proper detachment 
   EMERGENCY? ALWAYS CALL 9-1-1 FOR EMERGENCY 
 
MPAC (Property Assessment)  ………………………………… 1-866-296-6722 
 
MNR (Ministry of Natural Resources)  ………………………… 519-376-3860

   

 1450 7th Ave. E, Owen Sound, ON N4K 2Z1 

 
TOWNSHIP OF GEORGIAN BLUFFS  ………………………… 519-376-2729 

 177964 Grey Road 18, Owen Sound, ON N4K 5N5 

BY-LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER  ………………………… 519-376-2729  

Eric Johnston 177964 Grey Road 18, Owen Sound, ON  N4K 5N5 

 
MILLER WASTE SYSTEMS ……………...………………………… 519-372-1855 

2085 20th Avenue East, Owen Sound, ON 
 Mon-Fri 8am-5pm  and  Sat 8am-2pm 

 
NOTE:  Any items left out at the end of your driveway, hoping someone will 

 pick them up, MUST BE removed by 8:00 pm of the same day. 
 
OWEN SOUND HOSPITAL ………………………………………... 519-376-2121 

 
WIARTON HOSPITAL  ……………...………………………… 519-534-1260 

 
Hydro One Power Outages  ………………………………………… 1-800-434-1235 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Traveler 
Information 
Services for 
Ontario Highways 

Telehealth Ontario 
1-866-797-0000 

Contact Telehealth 
Ontario when you 
have a health-
related question or 
concern.  A registered nurse will 
take your call and help you de-
cide how to proceed. Telehealth 
does not diagnose nor prescribe 
for any condition. 

If it is an emergency, call 9-1-1 

COMMUNITY and SOCIAL 
SERVICES DATABASE 

Dial 2-1-1 on your phone 

Website www.211ontario.ca  

211 is answered and updated by 

highly-trained specialists.  

http://www.211ontario.ca/


What to do with unwanted items that do not go in the Blue Box or in a garbage bag at the end of the drive? 
 
For years we have been conscious of the need to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. 
The following is some information to aid in that process. 
 
Household items in good repair can be taken to Thrift Stores etc.  No charge. 
 
Electronic Waste 
Restore (Habitat for Humanity)  223017 Grey Rd 17 (Springmount area across from Drive In Theatre) Georgian 
Bluffs, 519-371-6776 Monday -Saturday 9 am- 5 pm. Sunday 10am -4pm.  No charge. 
https://habitatgreybruce.ca/Owen%20Sound%20Restore/ 
Staples will accept Electronic Waste at   1077 10th Street West, Owen Sound  519-372-2228. No charge. 
 
Used cabinets, doors, windows, lighting and plumbing fixtures etc in good condition are accepted at 
the Restore (Habitat for Humanity).  Information above.  No charge. 
 
Tires are accepted  at Stephen's Auto Wreckers, 452288 County Road 24, Wiarton 519-534-
0258.  Open Monday -Friday 9am - 5 pm.  Stop at the office for direction to disposal site. No charge. 
 
Metal Recycling can be taken to Stephen's Auto Wreckers, location as above.  Anything with metal in it  even if 
only partly metal is accepted*.  Stop at office for direction to disposal site.  No charge. 
*They will not accept appliances, ie fridges, freezers, dehumidifiers or AC with freon unless item has been tagged that freon has been re-
moved. 
 
Hazardous Waste can be taken to the Owen Sound Public Works Department. 1900 20th Street East, Owen 
Sound. 
Dates still available for 2017season are Saturdays: September 9, October 14 and October 28   9am-2pm. No charge 
Check website for list of acceptable product. www.owensound.ca/en/living/garbage-and-recycling.aspx 
 
Items too large for curb side pickup and not suitable for one of the above locations can be taken to Miller 
Waste Systems  2085 20th Avenue East, Owen Sound. 
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm, Saturday 8am-2pm. 519-372-1855 Closed Sunday and Holidays. 
Cost is based on weight. They WILL accept appliances with freon ie: fridge, freezer and AC for a fixed fee of $39.95 
m.millergroup.ca/waste_management/transfer_stations/owen_sound/index.html 
 
Any items set out at the end of the drive for pick up by interested persons must be removed by 8 pm of the 
same day according to the Township of Georgian Bluffs.  If items are not picked up in a timely manner the Town-
ship of Georgian Bluffs will deal with this through 'Response Based Complaint' form. 
Call Township of Georgian Bluffs 519-376-2729 or www.georgianbluffs.ca/en/business-development/resources/
BYLAW-COMPLIANCE-COMPLAINT-FORM.pdf 
 

Let us do our part to keep our beautiful area just that … BEAUTIFUL. 

UNWANTED ITEMS? 

Office hours 

9:00am to 4:30pm Monday to Friday (excluding statutory holidays) 

The municipal office is located at 177964 Grey Road 18 just south 

of Springmount on the west side of Grey Road 18 

How to Reach Them: 
Administration: 519-376-2729  Fax: 519-372-1620 

Email: office@georgianbluffs.on.ca 

Website: www.georgianbluffs.on.ca  

CAO - Kevin Winters 
kwinters@georgianbluffs.on.ca 

519-376-2729 x 225 

Mayor - Alan Barfoot  
abarfoot@georgianbluffs.on.ca 

519-376-2729 x 238 

Deputy Mayor - Dwight Burley 
dburley@georgianbluffs.on.ca 

519-376-8807 

CONTACT YOUR COUNCIL 

tel:519-371-6776
https://habitatgreybruce.ca/Owen%20Sound%20Restore/
tel:519-372-2228
tel:519-534-0258
tel:519-534-0258
http://www.owensound.ca/en/living/garbage-and-recycling.aspx
tel:519-372-1855
http://m.millergroup.ca/waste_management/transfer_stations/owen_sound/index.html
tel:519-376-2729
http://www.georgianbluffs.ca/en/business-development/resources/BYLAW-COMPLIANCE-COMPLAINT-FORM.pdf
http://www.georgianbluffs.ca/en/business-development/resources/BYLAW-COMPLIANCE-COMPLAINT-FORM.pdf
tel:519-376-2729
mailto:office@georgianbluffs.on.ca
http://www.georgianbluffs.on.ca/
mailto:hmorrison@georgianbluffs.on.ca
tel:519-376-2729%20x%20225
mailto:abarfoot@georgianbluffs.on.ca
tel:519-376-2729%20x%20238
mailto:dburley@georgianbluffs.on.ca
tel:519-376-8807


Dark Sky 

What is it that is so intriguing 

about being able to sit out on a clear night 
and stare up into the sky and marvel at 
what it encompasses? We all love to search 
the heavens for stars, the milky way, meteor-
ites and the odd satellite or two as we let our 
imaginations wander into the abyss. Why then 
has it become an impossibility for millions of 
people who inhabit this planet? The answer is 
simple, light pollution, but the ramifications of 

this are complex. 

At our AGM this year, Doug Cunningham, a 
retired teacher and avid, amateur astronomer 
treated us to a detailed and in-depth presenta-
tion on the subject of Dark Sky Lighting and 
the role it plays in our lives. His talk led me to 
further explore the topic and to share these 

few highlights with you. 

Dark Sky Communities are popping up in 
many places across North America as people 
take positive steps to combat light pollution 
through the implementation and enforcement 
of a quality outdoor lighting ordinance, dark 
sky education and citizen support of dark 

skies. 

Light pollution comes in many forms such as 
(a) sky glow: the brightening of the night sky 
over inhabited areas, (b) light trespass: light 
falling where it is not intended, wanted or 
needed, (c) glare: excessive brightness which 

causes visual discomfort and can decrease 

Inspired by Doug Cunningham’s 
presentation at our 2017 AGM 

visibility, and (d) clutter: bright, confusing 
and excessive groupings of light sources, 
commonly found in over-lit urban areas 
which contribute to urban sky glow, tres-

pass and glare. 

There are many reasons for preserving our 
dark skies. Besides helping millions of mi-
grating birds pass through the Niagara Es-
carpment each year there are plants and 
animals that respond to seasonal changes 
and also rely on the darkness of night as an 
essential part of their habitat. Almost half of 
nature’s plants bloom at night and noctur-
nal creatures depend on darkness for navi-
gation, mating, sourcing food and hiding 

from predators. 

Our biological clocks are also regulated by 
light and darkness. Melatonin is produced 
by our bodies to keep us healthy and help 
us to sleep. This is being adversely affect-
ed by light pollution because it interrupts 
our circadian rhythm. Some of the resultant 
negative side affects include risks for obesi-
ty, depression, sleep disorders, diabetes, 
breast cancer and more. Research in this 

area is ongoing. 

Daylight is composed of the entire spec-
trum of colours, each with a different wave-
length. Blue has the shortest wavelength 
and is easily scattered in the atmosphere 
and easily refracted. Blue light also scatters 
in our eyes at night and because of this, as 
we age, our eyes are particularly vulnerable 
to eyestrain, glare and loss of night vision. 
It is therefore harder for us to see and we 

experience eyestrain and fatigue. 

Communities are converting street lights to 
LEDs which have lower correlated colour 
temperatures (CCT) 3000K or less to mini-
mize and control blue light emission to re-
duce glare. Shielding also reduces glare 
and dimmable lighting is used for off-peak 

periods. 

As homeowners we can work towards 
protecting our dark skies by adjusting 
exterior lights to ensure that they 
point down, looking for fixtures that 
allow the bulb to recess up into the 
cap to reduce glare, conserving ener-
gy by using timers or motion sensors, 
and buying bulbs which have less 
impact on bugs and wildlife. These 
are yellow, soft or warm white in col-
our. We can also be courteous to our 
neighbours and avoid light trespass 
on to their properties. It is equally 
important that our indoor LED lighting 
not be harmful. Television, comput-
ers, tablets and cell phones are LED 
users. Some research states that 
prolonged, continuous exposure to 
this light may cause headaches, dizzi-
ness, tired or sore eyes and fatigue 
caused by excessive screen-time. 
Other research says more serious 
effects are to be anticipated but I’ll 
leave this up to you to discover and 

decide for yourselves!  

The map on this page shows the 
three regions in southern Ontario 
where Dark Sky Lighting occurs: Al-
gonquin Park, the Northern Bruce 
Peninsula and Manitoulin Island. The 
Northern Bruce Peninsula, a desig-
nated Dark Sky Community is unique 
in that it is surrounded by vast bodies 
of water, is sparsely populated and 
has a dedicated group of followers 
working to ensure that its skies re-
main dark. How fortunate we are to 

be living in this area!! 

To read more about the benefits of 
Dark Sky Compliant lighting, please 
click on the following websites: http://
www.darksky.org/ and our neighbours 

to the north: http://www.bpeg.ca 

Also click here to watch a video, fea-
turing local astronomer, Doug Cun-
ningham, answering: “What can resi-

dents do to promote dark skies?” 

Written/Submitted by Pam Wilson 

VIDEO LINK (long form): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=SpuGZqPa7cs 

http://www.darksky.org/
http://www.darksky.org/
http://www.bpeg.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpuGZqPa7cs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpuGZqPa7cs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpuGZqPa7cs


Meet your NEW DIRECTORS 
Our goal: To play an active role in our community; to offer additional 

social venues for our members to promote interaction and community spirit. 

BONNIE 
COOPER 
Membership 
2015-2018 

BILL 
WILSON 
Director 

Bill was born 
in Toronto and 
raised in 
Georgetown. 

He retired here with Pam after a 
varied career with Abitibi, Ford Mo-
tor Company, real estate and the 
aircraft industry where his last posi-
tion was in production control with 
MacDonald Douglas Aircraft. Bill 
loves spending time outdoors main-
taining their gardens and taking long 
walks along the road, stopping to 
chat with folks on the way. He is 
also a bridge player and loves the 
beaches and bush walks they take 
in New Zealand where collecting 
rocks and shells is a favourite pas-

time. 

Local politics and history are also 
areas of interest for Bill. He can 
often be found sitting in on meetings 
here at Georgian Bluffs or at the 
Golden Bay Community Board in 
New Zealand. He has spent 16 of 
the past 19 years on the Board of 
Directors, seven of these as your 
President. Like Pam, he is returning 
to serve on the Board after a two 

year break. 

MARIE  
SIMPSON 
Secretary 
2014-2018 

KEN 
McPHERSON 
Director 
2016-2018 

BRAD 
KUHN 
President 
2016-2018 
Director 

PAM WILSON 
Director 

Pam is an Owen 
Sound native who 
retired to family 
property in Kemble 
in 1998 with her 

husband, Bill, to complete the 
building of their retirement home. 
After a career of 32 years in the 
field of education it was time to 
pursue her other interests which 
include gardening, running the 
summer carpet bowling with Bill at 
the Kemble Arena, playing bridge, 
entertaining family and friends 
from far and wide and volunteer-
ing when needed to help with 
things in the community. She be-
longs to the Kemble Women’s 
Institute and has been involved 
with the ongoing fight against rural 

school closures. 

Pam’s extended family takes them 
to New Zealand for six months of 
the year where they spend their 
time doing many of the same 

things, just not to the same extent! 

Pam is returning to the Board of 
Directors after a two year break to 

take on whatever role is required. 

Thanks to the effervescent and persistent ef-
forts of our local cheerleader, Keith Davidson, 
Grey County has TEMPORARILY RENAMED 
Grey Road 1’s Island View Drive to ...  

“Island View AND FLOWER POT Drive” 

More than 150 residents participated by showcas-
ing red and white flowers at their driveways while 
others commemorated our 150th by decorating 
with bows, banners, flags and signs. All should be 
very proud of this accomplishment. 

Keith is also commended on his ongoing collec-
tion of pop cans for Shriners’ Hospitals and his 
dedicated work at Centennial Park. Keith truly  
encapsulates the ‘spirit’ of community! 

<< Keith’s enthusiastic signage | Pop cans to 505129 Grey Road 1 

CELEBRATING CANADA’S 150th SESQUICENTENNIAL BIRTHDAY ... 

DENNIS 
COOPER 
Treasurer 
2015-2018 

SUSAN HINDLE 
Director 

Susan grew up 
on a farm near 
the small com-
munity of Tara, 
south west of Big 
Bay and worked 

in the Owen Sound area while 

going to school. 

After attending the University of 
Guelph and spending four years 
in Toronto she and her husband 
Bob settled in Tillsonburg for 27 
years and raised their two sons.  
Susan worked as an Office Man-

ager in a Health Care Clinic.  

During this time Susan was an 
active volunteer with the Home 
and School Associations and 
Manager of their sons' hockey 

teams. 

They purchased their property in 
Big Bay in 2000 and retired here 
in 2010.  Susan has been an ac-
tive member of the Keppel Croft 
Gardens  volunteer group for 
many years.  She enjoys travel-
ling, hiking, biking, gardening and 
reading and especially covets 
their time on the shore and the 

time spent with the grandchildren. 
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