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President’s Message 

45 years!!  Hard to believe but the Island View Drive 
AND AREA Ratepayers has been in existence now for 
45 years.  And what a lot of accomplishments for our 

neighbourhood, from beautifying our local parks, to providing safety 
equipment at the Big Bay Dock, successfully campaigning for    
Monday garbage pickup, establishing three popular little libraries 
etc.  The list goes on and on. But we can't do it without volunteers. 
Please give a little of your time and volunteer for our Board of      
Directors, we will need you in July.  

It looks like our Spring Hike on May 18th will be a popular event 
judging by early response. Don't forget the Longest Yard Sale on  
Saturday June 1st, participate as a seller or buyer ... we've been     
promoting the sale for more than 20 years now.  Our Annual General 
Meeting on Saturday July 6th will be held at the Kemble Arena this 
year.  And speaking of the arena, we are partnering with other     
community groups to lobby Georgian Bluffs Council to provide  
playground equipment and to renovate the Kemble Arena to make it into a proper community centre for our growing area  
population.  A full list of upcoming Community Events is found on the last page of the newsletter. 
 
Recently in the news is that the long-standing Saugeen Ojibway Nation land claim affecting Bruce and Grey Counties has 
finally made it to the courts.  The trial has started and is expected to take up to two years to complete.  Read the SON press 
release in this newsletter.  Will the outcome have any impacts on property owners?  Time will tell. Please join us at our  
Annual General Meeting on Saturday July 6th. 

In closing, I reflect back to the  recent election and Meet the Candidates meeting. 
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Spring 2019   

UNPAID DUES? It happens... 
We have members who have not yet paid their dues.  Are you one of them? No worries. It happens to the 

best of us. Things slip by the wayside. Let’s resolve it now ...  

For mailing purposes, COMPLETE the form on the reverse side of this reminder (page 2). 

Mail the form and cheque for $15 payable to “IVDAARA” to: 
IVDAARA, c/o Treasurer 
504843 Grey Rd 1, Kemble, Ontario N0H 1S0 
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OPEN AIR BURNING  
PERMIT REQUIRED APRIL 1ST - OCTOBER 31ST  

Permits are available online, at the Township office and at 
select establishments outlined in Schedule “B” of our  

Open Air Fires Bylaw  
  

                               Check the Fire Danger Rating  Call 519-376-2729 

 

 

Calling all Hikers and Walkers! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Come out for a Spring hike on the Victoria Day weekend and celebrate Spring and being outdoors!  
On Saturday May 18th at 11:00 AM (rain date May 19th at 11:00) at Greystone Trails. 
Meet in the parking lot at the beginning of the trail across from 504785 Grey Road 1 at 10:45 for a hike to the trail   
cabins and picnic area near the escarpment.  The hike is less than 3 km long and after the initial steep hill, which is 
paved, is quite level and well groomed. 
It is a beautiful area with dozens of bird species and some ponds with turtles and a beaver dam. 
At the cabins, there is a clean privy and rest area.  We will be serving BBQ hot dogs and snacks … or if you prefer, 
bring your own lunch. 
Please bring your own beverage and drinking water.  There may be wet areas so we recommend that you wear           
waterproof footwear.  We ask that you leave your dogs at home for this event! 
Please email Bonnie Cooper at denboncooper@gmail.com and let her know how many people are in your group of  
family and friends for food numbers.  Also, this contact information will be used to notify you if we have to change the 
date due to rain. It should be a fun time! 

 

✓ YES! Please renew my membership in the Island View Drive And Area Rate-

payers’ Association for the time frame I have checked below. My payment is enclosed. 
 
Name ________________________________________   Phone _____________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/Town ____________________________________   Postal Code ________________ 
 
Email address (for newsletter and updates) ______________________________________ 
 
Check one:   1 year     2 years   @ $15 per year  =  TOTAL: $ ____________ 

 
Make cheque payable to: 
“IVDAARA” 
Mail to: 
Treasurer, IVDAARA 
504843 Grey Rd 1 
Kemble, ON  N0H 1S0 
Please do not send cash in the mail. 

 
You may also pay via e-transfer to: 
Treasurer@IslandViewRatepayers.com with 
a separate email with password. 
 
Send a separate email with your membership 
information (name, address, phone). 

 

President’s Report, continued 
I heard a commitment by candidates to consult with ratepayers and I heard ratepayers ask to 
be consulted.  The May 14th Township of Georgian Bluffs’ Strategic Plan Public Meeting at 
the Shallow Lake Community Centre 7-9 pm is an opportunity to do just that. I encourage all 
who can attend to do so and give input to Council and Staff.  Participation will help Council 
to develop a plan. 

 
- Ken McPherson 

mailto:denboncooper@gmail.com?subject=Spring%20Hike
mailto:Treasurer@IslandviewRatepayers.com?subject=Membership%20Dues%20...


PRESS RELEASE FROM THE SAUGEEN OJIBWAY NATION  

24 APRIL 2019 RE: LAND CLAIM  

The Saugeen Ojibway Nation (SON) is set to begin a trial on April 25, 2019, having two long 
standing claims heard by an Ontario court: a claim about its ownership of lands under water and a 
claim seeking redress from Canada and Ontario for a broken promise to protect some of SON’s 
lands.   

SON is made up of two distinct First Nations – the Saugeen First Nation and the Chippewas of Na-

wash Unceded First Nation – that have a shared history and ancestry, and launched these two 

claims jointly against Canada and Ontario approximately 20 years ago.   

SON’s claim about ownership of lands under water is a claim about title to SON’s traditional 

homelands that were not surrendered by treaty.  SON’s traditional homelands – or its territory (see attached map) – in-

cludes the Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula and about 1 ½ million acres of land to the south of it, stretching from Goderich to 

Collingwood. It also includes the waters surrounding those lands. Those are the waters of Georgian Bay and Lake Hu-

ron, and SON is asking the court to recognize SON’s ‘Aboriginal title’ to those waters. 

Aboriginal title, in Canadian law, is a community ownership right recognized and protected by section 35 of the Consti-

tution Act, 1982. First Nations in Canada have successfully brought court claims about Aboriginal title to lands, but this 

is the first time that the issue of title to lakes is being claimed and decided by a court. 

“This trial is not only a watershed moment for SON seeking recognition of our rights, but also for Indigenous peoples 

and Aboriginal rights across Canada,” says Chief Lester Anoquot of Saugeen First Nation. “This is about legally recog-

nizing how integral our waters are to us as Anishinaabe people, and how the relationship we have with and the responsi-

bilities we have to our lands and our waters has survived to present day.” 

Like the title claim, SON’s second claim is about is ultimately about its relationship to its homelands. In 1836, the Brit-

ish Crown pressed SON to surrender 1.5 million acres of its lands south of Owen Sound. In exchange for those rich 

farming lands, the Crown made SON an important promise: to protect the Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula from settler and 

for SON, forever. But, 18 years later the Crown came back for a surrender of the Peninsula. The Crown said that they 

could no longer protect SON’s remaining lands from settlers, and Treaty 72 was signed in 1854. SON’s claim is that 

based on the evidence, the Crown could have protected the Peninsula and misled SON into believing they couldn’t in 

order to push SON to agree to the treaty. SON’s claim is that this was a breach of the Crown’s duty it owed to SON, and 

that lands on the Peninsula that are still owned by Ontario or Canada or have not been bought and paid for by third par-

ties (so, some municipal road allowances and shore road allowances) should be returned to SON. SON is also asking for 

compensation – the amount is not going to be dealt with now but instead left for a later phase of the trial. 

Chief Greg Nadjiwon says about this claim: “What SON is asking for is the righting of a historical wrong, a wrong that 

our people still feel today. For the past 200 years, we have been excluded from the benefits and opportunities that are 

abundant in our homelands and on the Peninsula because of the Crown’s broken promises.  What we are looking from 

this court is the chance to rectify this situation and to have our story and our attempts to seek justice preserved in the rec-

ord of history.” 

With over 200 days of trial scheduled, it will take two to three years for the case to be heard, making it likely Ontario’s 

longest ever trial. The hearings are slated to begin at 10:00AM in courtroom 5-1 at 330 University Avenue, Toronto. The 

trial will take place mainly in a Toronto courtroom, but with some of the hearings taking place in the SON communities: 

Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation on April 29 – May 3 at the Cape Croker Community Centre and Chippewas 

of Saugeen First Nation on May 13-17 at the James Mason Memorial Cultural & Recreational Centre. 

 



 FLYGTA AIRLINES—SERVICE FROM TORONTO TO  

WIARTON KEPPEL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
 On April 2, 2019 FLYGTA Airlines and the Township of Georgian Bluffs were pleased  

to announce scheduled air service between Billy Bishop Toronto City Airport and Wiarton 

Keppel International Airport. The new service will begin May 24th with a guarantee to continue to  

October 28th, and possibly through the winter season. 

 

Flights will operate on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays, and will have an approximate  

airtime of 40 minutes. The per person cost is $175 one way, including taxes. Georgian Bluffs  agreed to  

ensure that a minimum of 4 tickets would be purchased for the first 36 flights. If 2 tickets are not sold  

for the remainder of each of the flights, the flight would be cancelled. If no passengers were to fly for  

the 6 month duration approved in 2019, the cost to the township would $89,000.00.  

 

Bookings began on Tuesday, April 2 and can be made at www.flygta.com. The July long weekend  

has already been sold out. FLYGTA will use its twin engine 8-seater aircraft for this routing.  

FLYGTA’s departures have no wait times and are served from private flight lounges. 

 

If the Wiarton Keppel International Airport is successful for three consecutive years in moving1000  

passengers per annum, the federal government will cover the capital cost to refurbish the runway  

and replace the lighting. 

 

All hangers have been sold and a new building is to be constructed for further rentals. 

 BIOGRID     

At the 2018 AGM we were informed that in Georgian Bluffs no septic waste presently 
goes to the BioGrid. 

A proposal to initiate a concept to make the facility “self-sustaining” with very little capital upgrades required, was 
accepted by Georgian Bluffs but rejected by Chatsworth.  Georgian Bluffs was approached by CCI BioEnergy who 
prepared applications for them for government funding sources.  The outcome of this is still not known. 

Currently the plant can accept and treat preprocessed separated organic materials.  Ontario Clean Water Agency has 
expressed interest in working with Georgian Bluffs to look at the possibility of expanding the BioGrid’s operation so 
it can properly process source separated organic materials (SSO).  A big problem is that approximately 20% of 
kerbside SSO collected contains “contaminants” which must be removed prior to processing. 

The Mayors and CAOs of Georgian Bluffs, Owen Sound and Meaford have begun conversations about working   
together to incorporate SSO programs, including the improvements and costs that would be required.  The Province 
has indicated there are funding opportunities for municipalities that work collaboratively together.  Chatsworth does 
not actively participate in these discussions or provide any sort of direction. 

We  hope more insight will be provided at the May 14th Strategic Planning Meeting at the Shallow Lake Community 
Centre which can then be shared to our membership at the AGM. 

NOTES 
• Pop Tabs are collected at the Big Bay General Store and recycled to the Owen Sound Legion  

for fundraising.  Help us out! 
• Pop Cans can be dropped off at the Davidson Pop Can Depot at #505129 Grey Road 1.  Cans are recycled to raise 

money for the Shriners Children’s Hospital. 

http://www.flygta.com/


Roadside Herbicide Application 
 
Municipalities are required to follow the Weeds Act laid out by the Province of Ontario, Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Areas to manage noxious weeds along roadsides.  Effective January 1, 2015 there were 25 noxious weeds in 
Ontario including Wild Chervil, Poison Ivy, Giant Hogweed and Invasive Phragmites, all of which are problems in 
Georgian Bluffs and area. 
Prior to the application of herbicide, the public is to be notified by an announcement in local newspapers.  For a  
complete list of Noxious Weeds in Ontario effective January 1, 2015, link  
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/noxious_weeds.htm 
 

 
Wild Chervil or Cow Parsley was brought to North America as part of European wildflower 
seed mix used for planting along hedgerows and meadows.  If found in your garden, do not 
dispose of it in a compost pile only to be redistributed another year. Instead, discard in regular 
garbage. 
 
 
 
Poison Ivy is especially difficult to eradicate and can cause harm to individuals sensitive to it. 
All parts of the plant, including the root, contain a poisonous substance which causes irritating 
inflammation to the skin of most people.  The inflamed area frequently develops blisters and is 
accompanied by intense itchiness. 
 
Do not burn Poison Ivy as this releases the poison in the form of droplets on particles of  
ash and dust in the smoke.  It can cause a severe reaction on exposed skin and in breathing 
passages.  

 
 
Giant Hogweed can cause severe dermatitis and can have serious health hazards.  It can cause 
severe burns and should the sap get in someone’s eyes it can cause permanent damage or  
possible blindness.  All contact with these plants should be avoided.  If you know of a sighting 
contact Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.  http://www.comap.ca/its.  
 
At no time should a property owner approach poison ivy or giant hogweed without adequate 
personal protection.   
 
 

 
 
Invasive Phragmites has, for decades, caused damage to Ontario biodiversity, wetlands and 
beaches.  Check this link to identify the plant and how to distinguish it from the native  
variety.  http://www.invadingspecies.com/invasive-phragmites/ 
 
For more detail on these species of noxious weeds and others, link   
http://www.weedinfo.ca/ 
 

The Township of Georgian Bluffs and Grey County authorize the application of herbicide to road allowances (which 
extend 33 feet from the centre of the road) where necessary in accordance with the Ministry of Agriculture’s guidelines.  
Green Stream is the company that has won the tender bid.  http://green-stream.ca  
 
Property owners are responsible for dealing with any noxious weeds on their property.  Due to the potential danger, the 
township recommends anyone dealing with noxious weeds do so in a safe manner by contacting a private company  
licensed to apply herbicide.  
 
Should Georgian Bluffs residents be concerned with noxious weeds on township property they can contact the  
Operations Department at the township (519-376-2729) to provide the information so these can be sprayed.  Should 
there be concerns with a private property owner not addressing the issue then a written complaint By-Law complaint 
form would need to be provided to the township By-Law Officer, Tim Lewis tlewis@georgianbluffs.on.ca 
 

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/noxious_weeds.htm
http://www.comap.ca/its
http://www.invadingspecies.com/invasive-phragmites/
http://www.weedinfo.ca/
http://green-stream.ca
https://www.georgianbluffs.ca/en/township-services/resources/complaints-form.pdf
https://www.georgianbluffs.ca/en/township-services/resources/complaints-form.pdf
mailto:tlewis@georgianbluffs.on.ca?subject=Noxious%20Weeds%20Complaint


 

 

REPORTS, COMING EVENTS &c 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

 TREASURER’S 
REPORT 

As of April 18, 2019  
our current active  

membership stands at  
- 222 - 

FAMILIES 
with 39 in payment arrears.   

 
Please note, our current calen-

dar year runs from July 1, 
2019 to June 30, 2020 . 

We encourage all to keep 
your membership active and 

up to date. 
 

To pay membership by 
Electronic File Transfer 

send $15 to: 
Treasurer@IslandView 

Ratepayers.com and a pass-
word in separate email 

 
Or, mail or drop off $15 by 

cash or cheque to: 
IVDAARA 

504843 Grey Road 1 
Kemble, ON  N0H 1S0 

 
If you are not sure of your 
membership status and/or 
would like to renew, please 
contact our Membership 
Chair at Member-
ship@IslandViewRatepayers.
com 

 
THANK YOU! 

_________________ 
 
 

YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU! 
Several of our Board Directors are retiring in July.  Please volunteer to help 

your community and our neighbourhood Association.   
The volunteer time is not onerous as we now have the help of three ad hoc 

committees.  Please consider volunteering by contacting  
Info@islandviewratepayers.com or one of the current Directors.  Thanks! 

 

 

 
Bank Balance from Sep 5, 2018:  
 $ 3,360.83 
Income from fees:  
 $    225.00 
Expenses (Church Rental/All 
Candidates Mtg, AGM Refresh-
ments, Newsletters, WordPress):                                                       
 $    860.06  
Bank Balance: as of April 18, 
2019: 
 $ 2,725.77 

    COMING EVENTS    http://islandviewratepayers.com/events/calendar/  
 Tuesday May 14, 7-9 pm Georgian Bluffs Strategic Plan Public Meeting at 

the Shallow Lake Community Centre.  Council needs your input! 
 
 Saturday May 18, 11 am Spring Hike on Greystone Trails, see Newsletter 

page 2 for more details 
 
 Friday May 24, 7-9 pm KWI Progressive Euchre Party at Kemble-Sarawak 

Church.  $10 per person, call Cory McQuigge 519 372-2336 to reserve. 
 
 Saturday May 25, 2 and 7:30 pm The Marvel of Music Concert by the 

Shoreline Chorus at the Georgian Shores UC in Owen Sound.  Tickets $20, 
contact Colleen Danard 519 376-4479 

 
 Saturday June 1, 8 am Longest Yard Sale. Along Presqu’ile Road and Grey 

Road 1 from the KWI Lookout to Wiarton.  Participate as a seller or a buyer. 
 
 Tuesday June 4, 7-9 pm Carpet Bowling starts at the Kemble Arena. Contact 

Pam Wilson 519 534-5575 for info. 
 
 Saturday June 8, 10 am—4 pm Air and Auto Extravaganza at the Wiarton 

Keppel International Airport. Displays, helicopter rides, food, market …. 
 
 Friday June 21, 1 pm Summer Solstice at Keppel Croft Gardens. The sun 

will be at its highest and will cross the Henge Solstice Stone at 1:25 pm. Join 
local Tai Chi clubs, the Bluewater Astonomical Society with their telescopes, 
explore the astronomical installations and bring your lunch.   

 
 Saturday June 22, 8 pm Dance with The Beckett Family and Frankie D 

and the Dreamers at the Kemble Arena.  Tickets $20, available at Alan’s 
Mercantile, the Kemble Post Office, Krown Rust Control, Bayshore County 
Feeds and Josie’s or call Aunalea 519 371-6539 or Sabine 519 376-6755. 

 
 Sunday June 23, 8 am start CMHA Ride Don’t Hide fundraising bike ride 

along Grey Road 1.   
 
 Saturday July 6, 9 am IVDAARA Annual General Meeting at the Kemble 

Arena.  Coffee and muffins by the KWI at 9 am; meeting to start at 9:30 am. 
 
 Saturday July 6, 2-6 pm 3rd Annual Oxenden Village Picnic. Celebrate 

with family, friends, neighbours at the corner of Grey Road 1 and |Zion 
Church Road. Bring photos, memorabilia, musical instruments, a potluck  
picnic dish in a cooler on ice, drinks, plate, cutlery and lawn chair. Supper at 
4:30 pm. Rain date Sun July 7. 

 
 Saturday July 13, 10 am-4 pm Keppel Croft Art in the Garden at Keppel 

Croft Gardens, Big Bay. 
 
 Sunday August 11, 5-7 pm IVDAARA Annual Potluck Picnic at Centennial 

Park.  Rain or shine! Bring FOOD, family, utensils and plates. 

mailto:Membership@IslandViewRatepayers.com
mailto:Membership@IslandViewRatepayers.com
mailto:Membership@IslandViewRatepayers.com
http://islandviewratepayers.com/events/calendar/
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